End of Term 2 Newsletter
What a fantastic term we have had, especially preparing for all our Christmas events.
Here is a round-up of some of the key events and notices.

Dear Parents,
Thank you for all your support during what has been a very successful first term in our new school site. I am
sure you will join me in thanking all the staff at Hunts Grove for ensuring that the children have had a great
term. I would like to especially thank Miss Cross for doing such a great job in Rabbits class while Mrs Kinsey has
been unwell.
There have been numerous highlights so far such as our opening ceremony, amazing trips, sporting events and
wonderful performances. The Spring Term looks like it is going to be just as exciting and who knows we might
even be able to get on the school field.
Our main aims for the Spring Term will be the opening of our school library and the development of the pupils
experience at playtime while we continue to work on the curriculum and the pupils academic outcomes.
The PTA have done a fantastic job in raising funds for the school but we still need more members so please
contact the school if you are interested in getting involved in any way either big or small.
Everyone at Hunts Grove would like to wish you a very merry Christmas and a happy New Year and we shall see
you all on January 7th 2020.
Mr Philcox

Staff updates
Miss Hannah will be leaving us temporarily for a term to continue her training at Kingsholm Primary.
Mrs Barton will be joining us for a term in Hedgehogs class while training to become a teacher.

GOOD NEWS!
Congratulations to the children who have earned
themselves an end of term BEST certificate. Well done!
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Reception Foxes

This half term we have been enjoying
our topic: Special Deliveries.
Throughout this term we have been
learning about different celebrations
that people celebrate at this time of
year.
Bonfire Night
Remembrance Day
Children in Need
Diwali
Winter
The Nativity
Christmas

We have had many events for our school and for charities this term, and just
wanted to say a big THANK YOU for all your support!

Year 1 Rabbits
Rabbits class have had a busy term packed
with lots of learning and fun!

In English, we have loved reading and exploring
the book ‘Traction Man’. We made Traction man
puppets and used them to re-create the story
using role play. Rabbits also loved creating new
characters and even wrote their own ending to
the story! More recently in English, we have
enjoyed reading ‘Snowmen at Night’ and
imagining the mischief that snowmen get up to
when we’re not looking! We also practised
spotting verbs and adjectives in the text and used
these in our writing.

Rabbits have continued their explorer’s topic this
term by learning about Robert Falcon Scott and
his journey to the South Pole. We discussed what
his journey might have been like and the troubles
that he faced. We then wrote diary entries
pretending that we were Scott himself!

In PSHE, we have been thinking about how to
be a good friend and look out for others. We
have also talked about the things that help us
with our learning in the classroom.

We are all looking forward to a well-deserved break so we are ready to engage in more learning
next term!

Year 2 Hedgehogs

Hedgehogs class have enjoyed continuing to learn
about The Great Fire of London this term, through our
topic ‘Fire Fire’. The children have particularly enjoyed
learning about Samuel Pepys and the fact that he
buried his diary along with cheese! Children’s
homework in support of our topic has been incredible,
so thank you for your support with that- we have loved
sharing our learning from home!

A few examples of homework

We have also enjoyed reading ‘Beegu’- our
Power of Reading text. It has inspired some
fantastic creativity and writing across a range
of genres, including letters, poems and
stories! The children were very excited to
finally read the ending of the story this week.

Our crash site where Beegu landed.

We have also been busy in maths, adding and beginning to subtract two digit numbers.

Year 2 Hedgehogs

We have had lots of fun doing gymnastics this term, learning
balance, travel, shapes and rolls. Here we are demonstrating
pike, straddle, straight and tuck shapes in gymnastics

We have all particularly enjoyed the preparations up to
Christmas, especially rehearsing our nativity and having our
Christmas jumper day!

I have thoroughly enjoyed working with Hedgehogs class this term – the children
have all worked extremely hard and have been amazing! Have a great Christmas
Hedgehogs and I look forward to seeing you all in the new year! Miss Hudson

Year 1 Rabbits & Year 2 Hedgehogs
Multi Skills Trip to Oxstalls

Rabbits and Hedgehogs had an amazing time at
their multi skills event at Oxstalls where they were
able to practise and try out new skills. The children
all worked fantastically in their teams by supporting
and encouraging each other and their Christmas
hats were amazing!

Year 3 Badgers

This term in Badgers’ class we have been reading the
story of the Iron Man by Ted Hughes. We began our
study by creating a dramatic retelling of the opening
pages (which you’ll see above). We then went on to
explore how the characters were feeling, thinking
and what they were saying and doing. We have
thoroughly enjoyed the book and we even compared
it to the film – the book was better!
In maths we have continued to develop our skills of
addition, subtraction, multiplication and division.
We have also been improving our rapid recall of
times tables facts.
In science we have learnt about forces including
magnetism and we carried out an investigation to
test the strength of various magnets.
In PE we have been learning netball skills and putting
them in to practise in various invasion games. We all
enjoyed the experience of ‘Footy Kids’ and the
inflatable pitch and goal they brought.

Year 3 Badgers

Our visit to SkillZONE was informative and enjoyable. We learnt many important messages
about how to keep ourselves safe in a variety of scenarios.
As the term draws to a close, we are all looking forward to our Christmas carols, the children
have worked hard to learn all the words – by the time of reading we hope you will have
enjoyed it!
Merry Christmas to you all.

Year 4/5 Wolves

This term, Wolves have thoroughly enjoyed getting to grips with their history topic,
Ancient Egypt. Our trip to the Ashmolean really brought their learning to life, where
they became Ancient Egyptian detectives and learned about different artefacts,
mummification and hieroglyphics. The children were able to showcase their learning
in their first class assembly and have been particularly enthusiastic when learning
about the process of mummification, the ancient gods and when re-creating a page
from The Book of the Dead.

Hunts Grove
Netball Team

Thanks to our cooks Claire and Trudi, everyone
thoroughly enjoyed their Christmas Dinner

Hunts Grove PTA & Fundraising
We have held a number of fundraising events this term and would like to say a

BIG THANK YOU to everyone
for all your support.

Your kind donations for our Harvest
Festival were given to the Gloucester
Foodbank and provided 364 meals
to families in need

Total Raised

£105.30

To raise extra money the teachers entered into
the Children In Need Duck Race Sweepstake. The
children had lots of fun watching the race on the
big screen in the hall. Well done to Mrs Browning
who ‘picked’ Beakwell Tart, the winner.
Total raised for Children in Need

£169.02

So far Hunts Grove PTA events
have raised, an amazing, in
excess of
Total raised for Royal British Legion
Poppy Appeal

£125.42

£850
for the school

And in other news……..
HUGE CONGRATULATIONS!!
to our Head Chef Claire and
her team for receiving a
fantastic 5 star Food Hygiene
rating from the Foods
Standards Agency.

Hunts Grove met our local
community officers who came
in to talk to the children and
get to know them. The children
really enjoyed meeting and
chatting with them.

Thank you to everyone who collected
stickers that enabled us to fill our Aldi
Kit for Schools poster.
We look forward to receiving our
sports kit.

Hunts Grove had a real treat
watching a pantomime performance
of Cinderella. It was very exciting and
interactive and the children really
enjoyed it.

Sport News
Cross Country
Hunts Grove entered the District Cross County Championships for the first time and the
pupils were a credit to the school in, what were, very testing weather conditions.

Special congratulations go to Enrico Savioli who qualified for trials for the
Gloucester City Cross Country Squad.
Our top results were:-

Year 2 Boys
Year 2 Girls
Year 4 Boys

Romaine Leonce
Nikiesha Sagar
Enrico Savioli

39th
43rd
7th

Year 3 Boys
Year 3 Girls
Year 4 Girls

Louis Hughes
Lucy Dawson
Olivia Pachula

76th
18th
93rd

Small School Sportshall
A group of pupils from Year 4/5
enjoyed a morning of sportshall
athletics at Oxstalls.

Football and Netball
Despite the bad weather at times, well done to both our football and netball teams
who have played in a number of matches this term, most of which have been against
pupils in Year 6! Our netball team have also taken part in a netball festival playing
against a variety of different schools.
Both teams have worked hard to learn the rules and skills to be able to play and have
shown great improvement.
It has also been great seeing a number of our Year 3 pupils join our
netball and futsal clubs.

Key Dates for next term
SPRING TERM
th

Friday 17 January

Young Voices Concert in Birmingham

Monday 10th February

Parents Evening

Tuesday 11th February

Parents Evening

th

Thursday 13 February

Valentines Disco organised by the PTA

th

Friday 14 February

Good News Assembly Time ?

HALF TERM

Saturday 15th February – Sunday 23rd February (inclusive)

Thursday 27th - Friday 28th February

Year 3 Badgers Residential Trip to the Wilderness Centre

Thursday 5th March

World Book day (no donation)

th

Friday 13 March

Red Nose Day – Comic relief, wear something red / red nose (donation £1)

Wednesday 26th March

Quad Kids Athletics – selected pupils only

th

Thursday 27 March

Non-uniform – (donation £1 raising funds for the PTA)

Friday 3rd April

Good News Assembly with Parents

EASTER HOLIDAYS

Saturday 4th April – Sunday 19th April (inclusive)

Hunts Grove PTA
Bags2School—you should have received a letter and bag. Don’t forget to
bring in your full bags to school in January.

Tax free childcare
Tax free childcare is a new scheme to assist parents and working families with
childcare costs. The scheme is available to any families provided certain requirements
are met. When parents pay £8 into the scheme the scheme tops it up by £2. Saving
parents up to £2000 a year. KiKi’s KiDz, the breakfast and after school club based at
Hunts Grove primary Academy, accept tax free childcare and it’s a simple process to
set up. Please visit http://www.gov.uk/tax-free-childcare for full guidance on how to
apply and whether you can qualify.

Car Parking
Please can we remind you that when using the drop off area in front of the school, only park in the
parking bays and do not sit with your engine running in the parking lanes as this blocks traffic.

Thank you for your support

