End of Term 1 Newsletter
Dear Parents and Pupils,
It has been fantastic to have our school community back together again. I would like to thank
everyone for complying with the school’s safety measures. It is very important that everyone
continues to abide by these rules so that we can remain fully open as we approach what is going to be
a challenging winter.
As you will see from the class pages the children have been very busy and enjoying their time back at
school.
Enjoy a well earned half term break and we will see you all back at school on Tuesday 3rd November.
Mr Philcox

GOOD NEWS!
Congratulations to the children who have earned
themselves an end of term BEST certificate. Well done!
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Reception
Foxes & Squirrels

Foxes Class and Squirrel Class have had an amazing term so far, settling into school life
brilliantly and impressing all of their teachers with their hard work and super ideas. As
well as working incredibly hard to learn lots of new letters and sounds in Phonics, we
have also been busy learning about our topic ‘off on our adventures’ where we have
focussed on ourselves and our families, as well as the lives of different creatures and
characters in the stories that we have been reading.

Learning about
minibeasts for our story
‘Superworm’ was also
lots of fun, especially
going on a bug hunt!
Discovering dinosaur
bones in the sand tray
and cleaning muddy
dinosaurs was also very
exciting for us when
reading our story ‘Harry
and the Bucketful of
Dinosaurs’. We amazed
our teachers with how
much we knew about
dinosaurs!

Reception
Foxes & Squirrels

We particularly enjoyed learning about the story ‘We’re Going On a Bear Hunt’, where we had a
real visit from a bear and went on our own hunt to find all of his bear friends. Making a new
house for Mouse was also lots of fun. We thought very carefully about the different woodland
animals in the story and where they might like to live and why. We decided that the animals
would all need somewhere safe to live where they could find the food that they needed and
could keep warm.

Both classes thoroughly
enjoyed our multi-skills
sessions with Tim
Knibbs, where we learnt
lots of exciting games.
All of the children
listened carefully and
joined in beautifully with
the activities. Tim was
very impressed!

We have also had lots of fun
learning about Autumn over the
past couple of weeks and have
loved getting ready for our part
in the virtual Harvest Festival.
We have made super vegetable
paintings and observational
drawings of Pumpkins. We have
also enjoyed exploring what the
inside of a pumpkin is like and
using our senses to describe it!

Reception
Foxes & Squirrels

Year 1 Rabbits
This term has been full and busy. We
have settled back in to school and are
getting used to the ‘new normal’.

We have continued with our learning and
many children have picked up where they
left off – those that haven’t are being
given additional support in order to catch
up. We have targeted groups for phonics
as this is a particular focus for Year One.

In English, we have been reading the
book ‘Orion and The Dark’ – the
children have enjoyed this story and
have responded well to the tasks.
They were particularly excited to
receive a visit from ‘The Dark’ and
had the opportunity to ask
questions.

The children have shown their resilience and
we are really proud of how well they have
coped with all the changes. Year One is quite
different to Reception in many ways, but we
have maintained their access to a role play
area, some construction and some creative
opportunities.

Year 1 Rabbits

We have been lucky enough to have a sports coach, Tim, come
and visit us – we enjoyed all the multi-skills games we learnt. We
also had a visit from PCSO Chris, who told us all about people
who help us. You will be delighted to know that the children did
list their parents and family members among those who help
them!

Some of children’s artwork - Monet Waterlillies
We hope you have a restful half-term break and we look forward
to seeing you soon. Keep up the reading!

Year 2 Hedgehogs

Wow- what a busy and exciting term
Hedgehogs Class have had! Hedgehogs Class
have enjoyed learning about before and
during The Great Fire of London! We enjoyed
safely making a fire and finding out how the
fire spread so quick.
The children also enjoyed our Great Fire of
London Workshop from the Freshwater
Theatre Company. We travelled back in time
to 1666 and learnt about the life on Pudding
Lane!

We have been studying the artist Vincent Van Gogh. We have
used primary and secondary colours and the impasto technique
to create fantastic paintings, in the style of Van Gogh.

Children’s work

Year 2 Hedgehogs

We have enjoyed reading ‘Beegu’- our Power
of Reading text. It has inspired some fantastic
creativity and writing across a range of
genres, including letters, instructions, play
scripts and holiday brochures! The children
were very excited to finally read the ending
of the story last week.

Our crash site where Beegu landed

We have been busy
in maths,
recognising and
learning about the
place value of 2digit numbers and
finding out about
2D and 3D shapes!

Children’s homework in support of our topic has been incredible, so thank you for
your support with that- we have loved sharing our learning from home! In
addition, a big thank you for parents for spellings practice- the children have loved
working through each set of spellings. I have thoroughly enjoyed teaching
Hedgehogs class this term- the children have all worked extremely hard and have
been amazing!

Year 3 Badgers

This term, Badgers Class have been learning about
life back in the Stone Age as their history topic.
'Nagolly', a 'Stone Age man' popped in to share
artefacts and his knowledge about life way back in
pre-historic times. The children had a wonderful
time, with a very active and exciting day and they
learnt lots!
The children have worked very hard and have shown
great enthusiasm for our history topic and other
subjects this term - from Place Value and Geometry
in Maths to writing based on characters and settings
from the Stone Age in English.
Well done Badgers for a fantastic start to the year!

Year 3 Badgers

Hunts Grove celebrated National
Poetry Day this term and we
used rainbows and colour as our
theme for a poem. The children
created some outstanding
writing and here are some
examples from the display.

Year 4 Otters

This term we have enjoyed looking at
our Power of Reading book I was a Rat!
We have created:
Our own newspaper reports
Our own class court with
prosecutor, jury and defence
Persuasive letters
Play scripts!

In addition, we have learnt place
value in Maths, before focussing on
lots of different shapes in Geometry
including obtuse and acute angles!
In History we have looked at the lives of
an Ancient Egyptian peasant, as well as
looking at the importance of the River
Nile upon their day-to-day life.

It has been a brilliant term Otters!
Keep trying your best—you are
fantastic!

Year 5/6 Wildcats

We have had a busy start to the Year here in Wildcats. We have
been studying some very interesting topics such as ‘The Romans’
and ‘Earth and Space’. The children have come up with lots of
great questions about our topics and created some fantastic
homework .

Year 5/6 Wildcats

In English we have started reading Cosmic and the children have created some
brilliant acrostic poems which they really enjoyed writing. The book is very funny
and has us all giggling away!
A fantastic start to the new school year. Well done!

Welcome to our new Pre-school

Our first term has gone really well. The children
have all settled in to their new environment,
making new friendships and following the routine
of the session.
Over the past few weeks the children have been
painting, playing in the water tipping and pouring
using the watering cans and containers, lots of
mark making, practicing their cutting skills,
learning numbers 1- 10 with some going further to
20! With lots of other learning opportunities

Welcome to our new Pre-school
Every day our room is becoming more
like a Pre-school!

Our Outdoor area
The children have loved the
outdoor area and is used
every day, the bikes, cars and
scooters are very popular at
the moment. Over the next
few months this is something
we would like to develop
further.

APPEAL please!
Next time you are having a
sort out we would be happy to
accept donations of any dolls/
accessories or outside play
equipment to enhance our pre
-school. Please email
admin@huntsgrove.academy
if you have anything spare
that you could donate.
THANK YOU!!

Meet our new staff members

Hi, I’m Mrs Matthews. I’m the new TA in
Foxes. I’m new to the Trust but have
worked with children for 15 years, both in
nurseries, schools and as a dance teacher.
I have 2 children of my own aged 4 and 9
and enjoy dancing, swimming, baking and
having fun!

Hi, I’m Miss Lowrie, the new TA for KS2. I
love swimming in cold lakes, mindfulness,
watching football and spending time with
my family. I have two children (aged 9 and
11) and two step children (aged 8 and 11).
It’s lovely to be part of the Hunts Grove
Team.

Hi! I'm Miss Hoskins and I am the Rabbits
class teacher. I have been a teacher since
2013, previously teaching at our Trust
schools, Grange and Waterwells. I
particularly like teaching French and maths.
When I'm not teaching, I enjoy spending
time with my one year old son, eating out
and going on holiday with my family. It has
been lovely to get to know lots of the Hunts
Grove families and I look forward to
meeting many more of you in the future.

Meet our new staff members

Hi, I’m Mrs Ford-Thomson, the new
SENDCo. I have four grown-up children,
an energetic dog called Bertie and a
bookcase full of children's books! When I
am not working, I enjoy taking Bertie for
long walks, cooking or reading books by
clever people! It has been lovely getting
to know your children over the past term
and I look forward to working with you
and the fantastic staff at Hunts Grove to
make your child's time here the best it
can be!

Hello, for those of you who don’t
know me, my name is Miss Tremlett.
I am the Wildcats new teacher. I
have two children Evelyn who is 2
and Benjamin who has just turned
1! I am a keen Gloucester Rugby
supporter and I have stood in The
Shed at Kingsholm for as long as I
can remember! I love getting
outdoors with my family at the
weekend and spending time
altogether after a busy week! 

Meet our new staff members

Hi I'm Mrs Straughan. I am the Pre school
lead and have work for the trust for 7yrs
in my current role starting at Waterwells
primary academy. I have 2 children, 21
and 17. I love to follow Gloucester rugby
and this is where I spend most of my
weekends before COVID hit!

Hello my name is Mrs Olayinka Dixon,
am new to the trust and I am a Preschool keyworker. Have work with
children for more than 6 years, within
nursery and schools. Have got three
children who are 14, 10 and 9 years
old. I love cooking and baking

Hello! For those of you who have not yet
met me, I am Mr Nash, Otters new
teacher in Year 4. I am a keen cyclist,
runner and swimmer and am training for
my first Iron Man triathlon.

Harvest Festival

In the absence of being able to gather and celebrate Harvest Festival in a traditional way, classes
have worked separately to produce a short video presentation. This will be shared with you via
Class Dojo on the ‘school story’. We hope you enjoy this glimpse of school life and we all look
forward to the day we can open our doors again and gather properly!
We are delighted with the contributions we have received for the Gloucester Foodbank – thank
you so much for your generosity! We have built up a lovely display over the week and all items
will be collected by a representative from Gloucester Foodbank on Thursday.

Our Harvest
collection

Notices

APOLOGIES
REQUEST PLEASE
Please can you ensure your
children’s uniform and PE kit are
clearly labelled with their name .
There have been a number of
items lost, particularly school
jumpers/cardigans, however
without a name it is difficult to
find them.
Please also check that your
children have brought home the
correct uniform. As sometimes
they do pick up another item.

The police send their
apologies. One of the mounted
officers had an injury which is
why they didn’t come. The
school is now being placed on
their patrol runs so hopefully
the children will get to see
them soon.

IMPORTANT REMINDER
Please ensure you only
park in the disabled parking spaces if
you have a valid badge. We have a
number of families that need the
spaces.

The Not So Secret Book Club is back
at The Clubhouse in Tuffley Park
Tuesday, October 27th, 10am -12pm
FREE – children of all ages welcome

Storytime, art activities, pick up free
books and craft materials to take home
(and a snack)
Socially distanced seating area for parents
and carers – café for refreshments
Fundraising stall with low cost Christmas
gifts
www.readwithme.org.uk

