End of Term 2 Newsletter
Dear Parents,
We have finally made it to the end of a very unusual term. As a school community we have all been
through a lot and I am sure that you all feel ready for a break. It will be nice for the children to spend time
at home without the pressure of home learning. I would like to thank everyone for their efforts with
home learning and the support you have shown the school. It is very much appreciated. I would also like
to thank everyone for complying with the measures we have put in place to minimise the risk from COVID
19. These measures will have to stay in place until further notice.
The pupils have coped incredibly well with the transition back to school life and you should be very proud
of them. We are looking forward to an exciting summer term and who knows maybe we can have return
to something approaching normality.
I would like to wish you all a happy Easter and we will see you all back at school on Monday April 19th.
Mr Philcox

GOOD NEWS!
Congratulations to the children who have earned
themselves an end of term BEST certificate. Well done!
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Reception
Foxes & Squirrels

Foxes and Squirrels have been amazing this term and have worked incredibly hard. It is as if
they have never been away! We have loved being back together and catching up with our
friends. It has been so lovely to see how happy the children all are.
This term, we have been learning about animals using the stories ‘The Gruffalo’, ‘Handa’s
Surprise’ and ‘What the Ladybird Heard’. We have had lots of fun learning about the
different animals from the stories, in addition to learning about the continent of Africa.

After reading ‘Handa’s Surpuse’ both classes enjoyed
tasting exotic fruits. We used some great adjectives
to describe how they looked, felt and tasted. This
helped us to write some brilliant sentences about the
fruits that the animals stole from Handa’s basket.

Reception
Foxes & Squirrels

We have been
drawing and labelling
our own pastel
drawings of African
animals such as
zebras, elephants
and giraffes. As well
as this, we have been
making our own
African tribal
necklaces using
paper plates and
paints. Each of the
colours have a
different meaning.

We worked
together to make
Handa’s basket
of fruit.

World Book Day

Foxes

We have enjoyed
making lots of things
by ourselves this
term, using scissors,
glue and different
materials. These
included bunnies,
chicks and ladybirds.
We are so clever!

Reception have been making some fantastic patterns this term
and have been doing some great measuring, of weight and
length. We loved making our own long and short caterpillars
and using these to help us find things that were longer or
shorter than they were.

Foxes

Hollie, age 5, has been raising money for a charity called Scotty’s Little
Soldiers. She planned to raise money by cycling 35km but instead, she
cycled a massive 77.3km and raised over a whopping £1000!!! Hollie
was awarded with an ‘I’ve Been the Best I Can Be Sticker’ by Mr Philcox.
Everyone is super proud of her effort and achievements. Fantastic
Hollie!

Year 1 Rabbits
What a whirlwind of a term that was!
In outdoor PE, we have been focussing on fundamental movement skills. In indoor PE, we have
been choreographing a dance to music from Shrek and have used inspiration from our English
work on traditional tales when coming up with dance moves.

Here the children are making
a swing for Baby Bear linked
to The Jolly Postman .

In English, this term we have
read a number of texts: ‘One
day on our new planet’; ‘The
Jolly Postman’ and ‘The
Lonely Beast’. We also did a
study on Isambard Kingdom
Brunel, which linked to our
history work. Through these
texts we have been working
on our comprehension skills
as well as developing our
ability to write in a variety of
ways. We have written
stories, poems, nonchronological reports as well
as newspaper reports. The
children have continued on
their journey with phonics too
and are beginning to apply all
the new sounds they are
learning in their writing.

Year 1 Rabbits

In maths, a huge chunk of our learning has been based around addition and subtraction.
The children are now very familiar with ‘part part whole’ diagrams and can create
addition and subtraction number facts for numbers up to 20. The children have also
learnt a lot about measuring using centimetres. More recently, they have been
introduced to fractions including halves and quarters.
In Science, the focus has been seasonal change. The children have been observing the
changes in weather as we move from winter to spring. During geography with Mrs
Timpson, the children have learnt all about Australia! The children know many facts
about this beautiful country.

Over the last few weeks, the children
have thoroughly enjoyed taking part
(albeit virtually) in weekly music
workshops provided by the
Gloucestershire Academy of Music
(GAM). They have been learning about
pitch, dynamics and rhythm. They have
even had a go at conducting. This has
been a lovely experience and we are
hoping to arrange for the folks from
GAM to come in to school to deliver
some live workshops soon. .

We hope you have a peaceful Easter break. Let’s hope the sun comes
out!!
Mrs Ramsey and Miss Hoskins

Year 2 Hedgehogs
Wow- what a crazy term it has been! The children have shown fantastic resilience
and perseverance throughout home learning and learning back in school.
We have been super busy in school. In English, we have been reading ‘The Magic
Finger’, by Roald Dahl. The children have loved finding out about the girl with super
powers! Here are some fantastic pieces of writing that the children have produced
over the last few weeks:

Letters to the Greggs
family

Diary entries

Year 2 Hedgehogs

Comic Strips

We have also been busy in maths, learning
how to measure length in metres and
centimetres. We even had a go at estimating
and then measuring the length of the KS1
Street in school - there were some fantastic
estimations. We have had fun learning about
fractions and finding half, quarters and thirds
of shapes, objects and amounts.

Year 2 Hedgehogs
Revising the
two times
tables outside!

We have had fun learning about
wheels and axles in D.T. The
children created buses (from
Chembakolli) thinking about
fixed and free axles.

World Book
Day

The children have all worked extremely hard this term and have been amazing!
Have a great Easter holidays everyone!

Year 3 Badgers

It has been a busy term getting back to normal school and Badgers Class have been working
hard getting used to school routines again and catching up with English, Maths and other
subjects. We have enjoyed World Book Day wearing pyjamas, and the class have been
enjoying their new English text, Varjak Paw, and our new, amusing class read - 'The Boy who
Climbed into the Moon'. In PE, Badgers Class have been continuing to work on catching,
throwing and interception skills in invasion games, and have also been creating some dance
based on the movement of cats linked to our English text. Have a lovely break everybody and
enjoy the Easter Eggs! See you next term Badgers!

We managed to fit in some art
this term, and the children wrote
some effective description to go
with their amazing art work of
the character Varjak Paw.

Wow! Nikiesha has had her
poem from the first
lockdown published in a
book of poems by young
writers!

Year 3 Badgers

Running the Daily Mile in
our Pyjamas on World
Book Day.

Year 4 Otters

This term Year 4 have worked
exceptionally hard in their
core and foundation lessons!

We have studied the water
cycle in science and looked at
how rivers are formed and
where they go.

In English we have looked at
a book called the
Mousehole Cat and have
written a persuasive holiday
text!

Year 4 Otters

In Maths we have looked at multiplying and dividing numbers using formal
written methods and knowledge of our times tables and place value.

Year 5/6 Wildcats

WOW! What a term we have had. Miss Lowrie, Mrs Timpson and myself were so impressed
with all the work you completed during lockdown and how well you have all managed to
settle back into school life - Miss Tremlett.

In English this term we have been
studying ‘The Last Wild’. We have
found this book extremely
exciting. It has given us lots of
opportunities for character
descriptions, drama activities,
punctuation development and the
finale - a fantasy story! These are
absolutely wonderful; be sure to
ask your children about their own
story!

Year 5/6 Wildcats

In Maths this term we have
been doing a lot of fractions both Year 5 and Year 6 involve
a lot of fraction work but the
children have really managed
to come to terms with it! Year
6 have also been attempting
some early algebra which they
have realised isn’t quite as
difficult as they initially
thought; all of them showing
incredible perseverance!

In geography this term we have started looking at
map skills, learning about eastings and northings.
The children are able to read both 4 and 6 digit grid
references!

PE this term has been hockey and dance! The children’s hockey skills are really coming along
and we really hoping to continue this into the start of next term so that we can start some
mini games!

Pre-school
What a fun term we have had. We’ve
welcomed some new children who have
already settled well and have made new
friends.

Our water play has proved
to be very popular and the
children have enjoyed
tipping and pouring water
into different sized
containers.

We have been
talking and
learning how to
stay healthy.
We talked
about what
foods are
healthy and
what foods are
unhealthy. The
children have
also loved
taking part in
Cosmic Yoga,
which you can
find on you
tube.

Pre-school

World Book Day Dress Up

Atfer School Sports Clubs
We are delighted to be back running after school netball &
football to Years 3,4,5 and 6

Years 3
and 4

Atfer School Sports Clubs

Years 5 and 6

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING OUR
FUNDRAISING

£194.00
IMPORTANT REMINDERS
Please can you inform the school of any positive cases of COVID 19 up to
and including Saturday 2nd April. The school can be contacted on our
dedicated track and trace email: trackandtrace@huntsgrove.academy

If your child is not at school please call on 01452 931266 and choose
option 1 by 7.45am to tell us the reason. It is essential we are informed of
the absence particularly during this pandemic.

Please book via Social Media as detailed on the flyer

